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LI V ING A R E A 
One side of the space is covered entirely in this eye-catching ombré wallpaper. ‘It was such a big 
white wall, we wanted to cover it in something that would give the room texture,’ says Natalie.  
‘We still wanted it to look like a wall, but not like an empty space.’
Get the look The Ink Wall Mural wallpaper is by New York interiors specialist Brett Design. The 
Betwixt Bench is by Brooklyn-based designer Alex P White. The rug is from One Kings Lane, which 
has recently opened an interiors studio in SoHo. For details of the coffee tables, see overleaf. 

Design aficionados Natalie and Elizabeth have turned  
their big, boxy New York loft apartment into a  

warm, welcoming space where they work, rest and play

Photography ⁄ Matthew Williams   *   Styling ⁄ Vanessa Vazquez   *   Words ⁄ Luke Tebbutt
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LI V ING A R E A
‘One of my favourite pieces in the loft is the coffee tables, which belonged to my parents,’ says 
Natalie. ‘They were made in the Eighties and we shipped them over from Los Angeles. I used to  
hide underneath them when I was a kid.’ 
Get the look This is CB2’s Uno sectional sofa. The throw is by New York-based textile designer Toyine 
Sellers. The floral cushion is by Martyn Thompson. This is the Highwire ceiling light by Apparatus.

home Profile
THE OWNERS Elizabeth Baudouin, left, and Natalie Shirinian, who jointly run NES Creative, an 
agency promoting fashion and interiors artists and designers, plus Japanese Chin dog Toni Deville. 
THE PROPERTY A loft apartment in TriBeCa, New York, comprising an open-plan living area, 
dining area, kitchen, bedroom and bathroom.

 iant! That’s how Elizabeth Baudouin describes her New York loft as her eyes sweep across the epic   
 112sq m space she shares with her partner Natalie Shirinian. ‘My first place in the city was about 
 the size of our couch,’ she quips, but a lot has changed since then. Elizabeth left New York to work 
 in the music industry in Los Angeles more than a decade ago and fell in love with Natalie, who runs 
 an agency promoting artists and designers in the fields of fashion and interiors.

‘Our separate coffee dates with a mutual friend overlapped and Natalie blew my mind,’ says 
 Elizabeth, who is now a partner at the agency. ‘I always joke that I had to fly 3,000 miles and wait  
 ten years for her to become available.’ Now, after many bicoastal trips, they have finally flown back 
 to New York to base themselves in TriBeCa, the centre of the city’s art and design world. 

‘We had this great idea,’ Natalie recalls. ‘Why don’t we relocate and get a really nice white box  
 where we can live and host exhibitions for our clients, like an art salon?’ The couple moved here a 
 year and a half ago and while they didn’t need to do any architectural work, they did want to replace 
 the starkness of the white walls with something moodier and more atmospheric. 

They started by painting a wall black and then an artist 
friend, who was exhibiting in the loft, asked if she could 
paint another the same. ‘I’m definitely not afraid of using 
black,’ says Natalie. ‘There’s something very classic and 
chic about it – and metallics really pop against it.’

A dark floral wallpaper was added to the kitchen and 
the cinema-sized side wall was covered in ombré wallpaper 
that fades from black to white. ‘That wall can be so capti-
vating after a long day in the city. It’s like our own James 
Turrell,’ says Elizabeth, referring to the American instal-
lation artist who plays with perceptions of light and space. 

Natalie and Elizabeth then filled their home with 
a curated selection of furniture and objects made by 
their clients. For example, the wall tapestry behind the 
dining table is from Callidus Guild, a Brooklyn-based 
atelier that uses precious metals and handmade paints to 
create one-of-a-kind surfaces. And all the lighting is by 
Apparatus, a New York studio that employs aged brass, 
leather and marble in its sleek, sculptural designs.

‘We only work with people whose work we love, so why 
not live among that?’ says Natalie. ‘It also makes the job 
of promoting them easier and more intimate because we 
know every detail of their work.’ Not that things stay fixed 
in this home for long. ‘This space is always evolving,’ says 
Elizabeth. ‘Pieces of furniture might be gone tomorrow, 
so I’ve had to learn to not get attached to things. We might 
get back from a trip to Milan and be like, “Let’s start from 
scratch. We need to recreate a piazza in here!”’

This fluid approach to interiors seems to mirror the 
pair’s approach to life. Just as there are no partition walls in 
their loft, so there are also no barriers in how they approach 
work, home and love. All three are intrinsically linked. 
‘This place is our sanctuary, but it also allows us to be 
creative,’ says Elizabeth, who is currently finishing her first 
novel alongside her work at NES Creative, while Natalie 
completes her own side project: a documentary about 
designers who have crossed over from fashion to interiors.

‘So many ideas happen when we’re in the loft,’ says 
Elizabeth. ‘It’s just an open platform to let all these ideas 
develop.’ And it’s safe to say, their free-spirited style and 
mastery of contrast – mixing modern with classical and 
dark with light – has given us a few great ideas too. 
To learn more about NES Creative, visit nescreative.com
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‘We both really wanted a loft space when we moved to New York,’ says Natalie. ‘We’d lived  
in apartments and townhouses before, but to showcase our clients’ work here, we needed 
something more open and spacious.’ 
Get the look The Arc stool is by Ash NYC – find the brand’s work at 1stdibs.com. The upholstered 
bench is by Atelier de Troupe x Estudio Persona, both based in LA. The Torso of a Youth sculpture  
is from The Met Store, resting on a plinth from Crate and Barrel. The vessel beside the plinth is  
from Restoration Hardware. The walls are painted in a Farrow & Ball shade – for similar, try Pitch 
Black estate emulsion.

home TruThs 
Which three words sum up your approach to interiors? Modern. Romantic. Mood. 
What do you always hide when guests visit? The movie projector.
If your home were a person, who would it be? A filmmaker, because they understand people’s 
moods, so they can be the best at what they do.
What’s the best thing about spring in New York? There’s a new electricity in the air.
What’s your guilty pleasure in the city? Shibui Spa at The Greenwich Hotel. 
If not New York, where would you live? Italy, so we could meet the Pope and ask him to marry us!
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sE ATING A R E A 
A second sofa offers a more secluded option in the open-plan home, allowing Natalie and Elizabeth 
to have a degree of separation, while still being together in the same space. The picture on the wall  
is a photo Natalie took on her phone in Milan, which was then enlarged, printed and framed.
Get the look This is the Togo sofa by Michel Ducaroy for Ligne Roset. The faux-fur throw is from 
Restoration Hardware. The silk/velvet cushion is from Michele Varian in SoHo and the faux-fur 
bolster cushion is from Californian-brand Lulu & Georgia. The vintage Isamu Noguchi coffee table  
for Herman Miller is from Calliope in New York’s West Village. The Twig Drinks Table is by Texas-
based Rachel Horn. 

DIN ING A R E A 
‘We live so much of our life at this table, whether it’s having a meal or working or just having a 
conversation,’ says Natalie. ‘It has sacred geometric patterns etched into the top in brass and it’s 
starting to wear, which I really like. This is something that will be with us forever.’
Get the look The God’s Eye table and Artemis chairs are by LA-based artist and designer Kelly 
Lamb. The wall hanging is by Yolande Batteau at Callidus Guild. The paintings are from 45 Three 
Modern Vintage Home in Los Angeles. The Han canisters on the table are from L’Objet.

‘Elizabeth likes things 
to be minimalist and I 
like things to be a little 
more layered – there’s 

always a colour or 
texture I want to add’
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LOFT DETA IL 
One of the secrets to the loft’s success is the way Natalie and Elizabeth have embraced its 
openness, using statement objects – such as this oversized vase – to fill empty corners, rather  
than unnecessary furniture. It also gives them the flexibility to move objects around more easily.
Get the look The ceramic vase is by Romy Northover for No. The chair is by Kelly Lamb.

K ITchEN 
The kitchen is covered in Dark Floral wallpaper featuring lifelike paintings of flowers by  
designer Ellie Cashman, who was inspired by Dutch masters such as Rembrandt. ‘I  
came across her work on social media and looked her up,’ says Natalie. ‘We wanted the  
kitchen to feel like a separate room – and didn’t want it to look like a typical kitchen.’
Get the look The cabinetry came with the apartment – try Varenna/Poliform for similar. 
The Cabra stool by New York design duo Material Lust is available at 1stdibs.com.
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BEDROOm 
‘I do a lot of writing in here,’ says Natalie, whose first novel is due for release next year. ‘There are 
enough separate spaces in the loft to give us breathing space – it never feels claustrophobic.’  
Get the look The bed is from Crate and Barrel. The bed linen is from ABC Carpet & Home. This is the 
Compass light by Apparatus. The walls are painted in Farrow & Ball’s Dead Salmon estate emulsion. 

BAThROOm 
The bathroom’s black and white colour scheme shows off Natalie and Elizabeth’s skill for using 
contrast in a way that feels über-chic. ‘It’s a relatively small room that used to be all white, but  
it actually looks and feels bigger since we added the black,’ says Natalie.
Get the look The Dyad sconce above the mirror is by Apparatus.

livingeTc loves 
Black as the prevailing tone for the walls. It’s a bold and unexpected choice that adds a sense of 
calm and sophistication to the loft, making the vast space feel less sparse and more cocooning.
The pops of metal set against black. This combination of gold and brass tones teamed with darks  
is a trick that can make any home look super-stylish, whether in a bathroom or a larger living space.
That ombré wallpaper. You don’t always have to fill a big wall with photos or artwork – choose  
a moody wallpaper to add a more nuanced sense of drama and texture to a space.
The mix of old with new – a great way of adding tension to a scheme, while keeping the look fresh. 
Natalie and Elizabeth’s use of statement accessories that match the loft’s imposing scale.
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